Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura in patients with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)-related complex. A report of two cases.
Immune thrombocytopenia has been reported with increased incidence in high-risk persons such as intravenous drug addicts and homosexual men who have serologic evidence of infection with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura, generally regarded as a rare disorder, has also been seen in association with exposure to HIV. Two patients had classical symptoms and laboratory findings of thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura and the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)-related complex. Both patients belong to high-risk groups. They were treated with conventional therapy for thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura and followed for 3 months. Their response to treatment was no different from that of other groups of patients with this syndrome. This article alerts physicians to the possible association of thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura, AIDS, and AIDS-related complex.